VOTERS DEMAND CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT ON IRAN; ATTACK TRUMP'S RECKLESSNESS AND TIE CONFLICT TO POCKETBOOK COSTS
TO: Interested Parties
FROM: Tavern Research
DATE: May 05, 2026
RE: Message Testing on Iran confrontation and U.S. war powers debate
METHODOLOGY:
Online sample of 447 likely voters. Respondents were shown pairs of messages and asked which was more convincing. Selection rates indicate relative message strength.
BOTTOM LINE
Voters are split on military action in the Strait of Hormuz but decisively support requiring congressional authorization before additional strikes on Iran. To win the argument, attack the president’s reckless judgment and prioritize diplomacy, directly tying the threat of wider conflict to pocketbook realities like higher gas prices.
WHAT WORKS AND WHAT DOESN'T
Argument performance across 70 pro-Democratic messages
	Argument Type
	With
	Without
	Difference
 

	Attacks Trump Character Or Judgment
	52.5%
	46.3%
	+6.2%

	Calls For Diplomacy Or Deescalation
	52.6%
	50.0%
	+2.5%

	Appeals To Pocketbook
	51.7%
	50.2%
	+1.5%

	Warns Of Endless Or Wider War
	51.2%
	49.9%
	+1.3%

	Supports Limited Defensive Action
	51.0%
	50.5%
	+0.4%

	Focuses On Troop Safety
	50.9%
	50.7%
	+0.1%

	Uses Blank Check Or Mission Creep Frame
	50.6%
	50.9%
	-0.3%

	Emphasizes Shipping Or Energy Routes
	50.2%
	51.5%
	-1.3%

	Demands Clear Plan Or Evidence
	50.5%
	52.3%
	-1.9%


DEMOCRATIC VS. REPUBLICAN ARGUMENTS
Pro-Democratic arguments averaged 50.8% selection rate (70 messages) vs. 46.3% for pro-Republican arguments (10 messages) — a +4.5 point advantage for the Democratic side.
TOP PERFORMING MESSAGES
1. 67.3% - We need to put diplomacy first and missiles last, always, because President Trump’s reckless approach to Iran risks dragging America into another endless conflict without a real vote from Congress. Americans do not want President Trump endangering our troops, raising gas prices, and making families less safe.
2. 65.5% - Working families are already stretched thin, and President Trump’s reckless approach to Iran risks spiking gas prices and dragging us toward another endless conflict. Congress must have a real say before any wider war, because we need steadier leadership than President Trump to protect shipping, lower costs, and keep America out of disaster.
3. 63.8% - President Trump cannot drag America toward another war without a clear plan and a vote in Congress. We should protect our troops, our allies, and shipping lanes, but his rush without answers risks higher gas prices, more violence, and another long conflict.
4. 63.2% - Americans are tired of endless wars in the Middle East, and President Trump is risking exactly that with reckless moves on Iran. Congress must have a vote, the public deserves the truth, and we need smart diplomacy that protects our troops, our economy, and our Constitution.
5. 61.8% - President Trump is recklessly risking another war by bypassing diplomacy and treating Congress like an afterthought. Americans do not want his blank check for more fighting, and his approach invites mission creep instead of the de-escalation this crisis demands.
WEAKEST MESSAGES
· 31.2% - A focused strike sends a clear message to Iran without dragging America into a bigger war. This is the right kind of strength: protect our ships, protect oil routes, stand by our partners, and keep the mission limited and effective.
· 33.3% - When Iran tests the region, President Trump weakens America by sidelining allies, keeping Congress in the dark, and acting without clear goals, increasing the risk of more attacks, disrupted shipping, and another war.
· 34.6% - America has to be strong abroad and clear at home. Hitting back at Iran sends the right message: we will protect our troops, our allies, and vital shipping lanes. At the same time, leaders must own the results and keep the country safe.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Voters are closely divided on the underlying issue of U.S. military action to secure the Strait of Hormuz, with 39.1% in support and 38.9% opposed. However, they are decisively united on the need for constitutional checks: 52% support requiring congressional authorization before additional strikes on Iran, and nearly 55% back Republican senators pushing for greater oversight. Voters are also skeptical of regional entanglement, as a plurality opposes a limited military response to the confirmed attack on the UAE oil facility. With 65.9% of voters calling this a major issue for President Trump's job performance, the public is closely scrutinizing the administration's handling of the escalating crisis.
Attack the president's character and judgment directly. Messages targeting executive recklessness were highly convincing to voters, boosting effectiveness by 6.2 points over messages that left the president's temperament out of the equation. Call for diplomacy and de-escalation. Centering the need for a peaceful resolution rather than military force improved message performance by 2.5 points. Tie the foreign conflict to pocketbook economic realities. Warnings about the domestic financial impact of a new war boosted effectiveness by an additional 1.5 points. The top-performing message successfully synthesized all three strategies, arguing that "President Trump’s reckless approach" requires putting "diplomacy first," or else Americans will face an endless conflict that endangers troops and raises gas prices for working families.
Do not base your argument on demanding a clear plan or evidence. Messages focused on the administrative mechanics of demanding a strategy were less convincing to voters, dropping effectiveness by 1.9 points. Avoid emphasizing shipping or energy routes over human costs. Framing the conflict around abstract global logistics and transit routes dropped message effectiveness by 1.3 points. The weakest messages in the data failed precisely because they relied on these weaker frames, ignoring domestic economic pain in favor of sterile arguments about keeping "vital shipping lanes" open or demanding the president act with "clear goals" rather than highlighting the immediate threat of his impulsivity.
Overall, Democratic-side messaging outperformed Republican-side arguments by a robust 4.5 points, signaling that voters are currently far more receptive to messages of restraint than muscular deterrence. As news coverage highlights escalating maritime skirmishes and the potential collapse of a regional ceasefire, practitioners must remember that voters view foreign policy crises through a domestic lens. The public does not want to police the Middle East or protect foreign oil facilities if it means writing a blank check for unilateral executive escalation. To win the argument, operatives must connect the threat of a wider conflict directly to working families' wallets while leaning heavily on the strong bipartisan demand for congressional oversight.
FULL RESULTS
	Message
	Selection Rate
 

	We need to put diplomacy first and missiles last, always, because President Trump’s reckless approach to Iran risks dragging America into another endless conflict without a real vote from Congress. Americans do not want President Trump endangering our troops, raising gas prices, and making families less safe.
	67.3%

	Working families are already stretched thin, and President Trump’s reckless approach to Iran risks spiking gas prices and dragging us toward another endless conflict. Congress must have a real say before any wider war, because we need steadier leadership than President Trump to protect shipping, lower costs, and keep America out of disaster.
	65.5%

	President Trump cannot drag America toward another war without a clear plan and a vote in Congress. We should protect our troops, our allies, and shipping lanes, but his rush without answers risks higher gas prices, more violence, and another long conflict.
	63.8%

	Americans are tired of endless wars in the Middle East, and President Trump is risking exactly that with reckless moves on Iran. Congress must have a vote, the public deserves the truth, and we need smart diplomacy that protects our troops, our economy, and our Constitution.
	63.2%

	President Trump is recklessly risking another war by bypassing diplomacy and treating Congress like an afterthought. Americans do not want his blank check for more fighting, and his approach invites mission creep instead of the de-escalation this crisis demands.
	61.8%

	Families are already stretched thin, and President Trump's reckless approach to Iran risks higher gas prices, a wider conflict, and more chaos at home. We need Congress involved, real coordination with allies, and a clear lawful plan to keep the Strait open.
	61.8%

	President Trump is mistaking bluster for strength, puffing out his chest and risking another war instead of working with allies. On Iran, Congress must have a say, our partners must be at the table, and we should protect ships and families without letting President Trump cause a bigger crisis.
	60.7%

	Americans do not want President Trump handing out another blank check for war in the Middle East. If President Trump wants military action against Iran, Congress must vote first. We need calm, real diplomacy, not President Trump risking chaos and higher gas prices for families.
	60.7%

	President Trump is mistaking recklessness for strength by risking a bigger war without a real plan. We should protect our troops, our allies, and shipping lanes, but Congress must be part of the decision. Smart restraint keeps America secure and lowers the risk of chaos that President Trump is inviting.
	60.4%

	We have to protect our troops, our allies, and shipping in the region, but President Trump cannot be handed a blank check for a wider war with Iran. The American people deserve a clear plan, real oversight, and every chance for diplomacy instead of President Trump’s reckless escalation.
	60.0%

	President Trump should not drag this country into another war with Iran on his own. If he wants military action, Congress has to debate it and vote. The American people deserve answers, a plan, and every chance for diplomacy before President Trump risks another reckless conflict.
	57.9%

	We have to protect our troops, our allies, and shipping in the region, but President Trump is recklessly risking a wider war without a clear plan. Diplomacy must stay on the table, because the American people do not want another long war, and Congress should be consulted before President Trump drags the country deeper into conflict.
	57.4%

	Peace talks only work when Iran knows America is serious. Firm action in the Gulf protects our ships, our allies, and the flow of oil. Showing real strength now gives diplomacy a real chance to succeed and keeps the region from falling further apart.
	57.4%

	Americans deserve facts, not slogans, when it comes to Iran, and President Trump has failed that test. If troops are at risk and shipping lanes are under threat, President Trump needs to level with the public, consult Congress, and explain the plan before his recklessness drags America into another long war.
	57.4%

	We have to keep shipping lanes open, because families pay the price when oil spikes. But President Trump cannot be trusted not to turn that into another reckless war. President Trump should stop sidelining allies, brief Congress, and keep any action limited, lawful, and focused.
	57.4%

	Before we risk one more American life, Congress needs a full briefing and a real vote because President Trump cannot be trusted to drag the country toward another war with Iran on secret plans and rushed decisions. The country deserves facts, a strategy, and accountability before President Trump escalates this crisis.
	56.9%

	Working families are already stretched thin, and they cannot absorb another spike in gas and grocery prices because President Trump is risking a wider fight with Iran. Congress needs to be involved, and President Trump owes the country a clear plan to avoid another costly war.
	56.4%

	Before President Trump sends us closer to war with Iran, Congress needs the facts and the vote. Accountability comes before bombs, and President Trump cannot be trusted to stumble us into another endless Middle East war without a real plan.
	56.2%

	Before this gets any bigger, Congress needs a full briefing right away, and the public deserves clear facts because President Trump cannot be trusted to make these choices alone. If lives, oil prices, and the risk of war are on the line, President Trump should not be allowed to act without oversight.
	56.1%

	Families are already stretched thin, and they cannot afford another gas spike because Washington rushed into a bigger fight with Iran. The president should come to Congress, show the plan, protect shipping, and keep us out of another long Middle East war.
	56.1%

	Our first job is to keep civilians safe and stop this from turning into a wider war across the Middle East, but President Trump’s reckless approach risks dragging us deeper into conflict. We need real diplomacy, clear limits on military action, and Congress doing its job before President Trump turns another crisis into a wider war.
	55.9%

	Before President Trump drags this country closer to war with Iran, he should show the facts. Congress and the American people deserve clear evidence, a real plan, and honest answers from President Trump, not cable news spin. We cannot let President Trump stumble us into another endless conflict in the Middle East.
	55.8%

	We have to keep ships moving safely through the Strait, because families here feel it when energy prices jump. But President Trump cannot use that as an excuse to rush us into another war. Congress should be briefed, our allies should be at the table, and his reckless approach is putting diplomacy and American stability at risk.
	55.7%

	Right now, families and businesses need calm, not chaos, and President Trump is fueling chaos instead of providing stability. Markets need reassurance and clear goals, but President Trump’s rushed approach risks spiking gas prices, sidelining Congress and our allies, and dragging us into another long war.
	55.4%

	Protecting our troops and ships is defense, but President Trump is turning it into escalation by risking a wider fight without Congress. We can keep shipping lanes open, work with allies, and push diplomacy at the same time. America does not need President Trump dragging us into another endless war in the Middle East.
	54.9%

	President Trump is treating our troops like pawns in a rushed showdown with Iran. Instead of keeping them safe, involving Congress, and avoiding another endless war, he is risking reckless escalation without smart planning, clear goals, or real diplomacy.
	54.8%

	President Trump cannot be allowed to turn national security into a political weapon. Any move against Iran must come to Congress, protect our troops, and have a clear goal, because Americans do not want another endless war or higher gas prices caused by President Trump’s reckless escalation.
	54.8%

	When tensions rise with Iran, President Trump should not act alone. His go-it-alone approach sidelines Congress, keeps both parties in the dark, and leaves the American people without a clear plan to protect our troops, keep shipping open, and avoid another endless war.
	54.7%

	Our first job is to keep American troops safe, and President Trump is failing that test by rushing this crisis, sidelining Congress and our allies, and risking a wider war with Iran with no clear end.
	54.5%

	Before President Trump takes military action against Iran, the country deserves clear goals, a real plan, and honest answers about the risks—none of which he has provided. Congress needs to be part of that decision, because Americans do not want another open-ended war in the Middle East driven by President Trump’s recklessness.
	54.3%

	America cannot carry every risk in the Gulf by itself. Our allies depend on these shipping lanes too, and they need to step up with ships, funding, and clear support. Sharing the burden makes our response stronger and shows Iran the world is united.
	54.2%

	We need to keep the Strait of Hormuz open, because families here feel it when oil prices jump. But President Trump is handling this recklessly, sidelining our allies and Congress and risking another long war instead of protecting trade responsibly.
	54.1%

	President Trump cannot be trusted to keep a narrow mission in the Strait from spiraling into another endless Middle East war. Congress must have a vote, the public deserves honesty, and his open-ended escalation threatens safe shipping and lower costs at home.
	52.9%

	Keeping the shipping lanes open is vital for our economy and our security. When Iran threatens that passage, America has to act with strength. This move helps protect our troops, our allies, and working families from a wider, more dangerous war.
	52.9%

	Even when tensions are high, President Trump undercuts ceasefire channels and risks dangerous mistakes by sidelining diplomacy. That approach puts our troops at greater risk and makes peaceful solutions harder to achieve. Any military step needs clear goals and real consultation with Congress, and President Trump has failed on both.
	52.5%

	Before President Trump drifts this country into another conflict with Iran, taxpayers deserve straight answers on the cost, the risk, and the plan he refuses to provide. Congress must have a vote. Families already stretched by high prices should not be handed another blank check for President Trump’s war.
	52.4%

	Keeping the Strait of Hormuz open protects working families here at home. When oil can move safely, gas prices stay steadier and groceries cost less to ship. This action shows strength, protects our economy, and tells Iran it cannot choke off the world’s energy.
	51.9%

	Our troops deserve clear missions, strong backup, and a way home. We have to protect our forces and keep shipping lanes open, but Congress needs a say before this turns into another long Middle East war with no clear end.
	51.6%

	When Iran tensions rise, President Trump cannot answer with reckless retaliation that risks dragging us into another war. His approach sidelines diplomacy and Congress, putting our troops, our economy, and the Constitution in greater danger.
	50.9%

	In a moment like this, President Trump is failing at leadership by being unclear about our goals, undisciplined in using force, and too reckless to avoid a wider war. President Trump must brief Congress, protect shipping, and show the American people there is a real plan.
	50.8%

	Iran cannot be allowed to threaten the ships and oil routes the world depends on, but President Trump is wrong to treat this like a blank check for war. Congress needs to be consulted, our allies need to be involved, and President Trump still has not offered America a clear, limited plan.
	50.8%

	Our troops must be protected, but President Trump is risking another long war in the Middle East by sidelining Congress, lacking a clear mission, and failing to de-escalate before a limited crisis turns into mission creep.
	50.0%

	If Iran attacks our people or shipping, the U.S. has to respond. But President Trump has too often acted without a clear strategy, risking escalation without a real goal. Congress needs a voice, and the American people deserve better than Trump drifting us toward another war.
	50.0%

	Before this gets any bigger, President Trump needs to come to Congress and explain the plan. We have to protect our troops and keep shipping open, but President Trump should not be allowed to slide us into another war with Iran without clear goals and public debate.
	50.0%

	Our troops deserve clear backing and a focused mission. Hitting threats in the Gulf protects our sailors, keeps shipping lanes open, and shows Iran that America will defend its people and our partners with strength, discipline, and resolve.
	49.1%

	If President Trump uses force against Iran without a clear endgame and without Congress, he is repeating the kind of reckless leadership that drags America into another long war, puts troops and families at risk, and drives up gas prices.
	48.9%

	Gas prices matter to American families, and keeping the Strait of Hormuz open helps protect them from painful spikes at the pump. This action shows strength, defends our economy, and tells Iran we will not let threats drive up costs for working people.
	48.1%

	When fighting near Iran threatens oil routes, families here feel it fast at the gas pump and in grocery bills. President Trump’s chaotic approach puts energy supplies at risk, sidelines Congress, and could drag us into another costly war.
	47.8%

	If this is truly a limited operation, President Trump still has to explain the legal basis and brief Congress right away. Americans want our ships protected, but President Trump is ignoring checks and balances and risking another long war.
	47.7%

	Freedom of navigation matters, but President Trump cannot use it as a blank check for another war. If President Trump wants military action near Iran, Congress must have a say, the goals must be clear, and his failure to put diplomacy first puts lives and prices at risk.
	47.5%

	Protecting our troops and keeping shipping lanes open is defense. President Trump is blurring those lines with Iran, risking a bigger war without clear goals or Congress. Americans deserve a real plan, honest answers, and a voice through their representatives.
	47.5%

	Decisive action helped keep those shipping lanes open, and that matters for our troops, our allies, and families paying for gas here at home. But any step against Iran has to come with a clear plan, real limits, and Congress fully in the loop.
	47.4%

	If shipping lanes are at risk, President Trump has failed by expecting our troops to carry the burden while allies cheer from the sidelines. America should lead with Congress informed, but President Trump cannot keep shifting the danger onto U.S. forces without a real shared strategy.
	46.7%

	President Trump is mistaking bluster for deterrence: real strength requires a plan, Congress in the loop, allies at the table, and clear goals that protect shipping and reduce risks, not another open-ended war that puts families and prices in danger.
	46.4%

	Before President Trump takes us closer to war with Iran, he needs real talks with our allies, Gulf partners, and Congress. Americans deserve a clear plan that protects shipping and lowers tensions, not President Trump rushing into another conflict that risks lives and raises gas prices.
	46.4%

	War is never just a headline overseas. Under President Trump, it lands right here at home in higher gas prices, more debt, and stress for military families. Before President Trump takes us deeper into conflict with Iran, Congress needs answers and taxpayers deserve a clear plan.
	46.4%

	When oil prices jump because of conflict with Iran, families feel it fast at the grocery store and in rent bills. That is why Congress must have a say before President Trump drags us toward another war with no clear plan.
	46.2%

	President Trump's saber rattling does not make us strong. It makes Americans less safe by raising the risk of a bigger war with Iran, higher gas prices, and more danger for our troops. Congress must have a say before President Trump drags us deeper in.
	46.2%

	Protecting ships and keeping trade moving does not give President Trump a blank check for another war. President Trump must go to Congress before this grows into something bigger. We need calm, clear goals, and real diplomacy, not President Trump pushing America toward another reckless regime-change conflict.
	45.9%

	President Trump is not being smart here. His reckless strikes can strengthen the hardest voices in Tehran and push this crisis toward a bigger war. Congress must be part of the decision, and instead of dragging American families toward another endless conflict, he should be pursuing de-escalation and diplomacy.
	45.8%

	Our troops must be protected, but President Trump is recklessly risking a bigger war with Iran and putting more families in danger. Congress has to have a say. We need to cool this down now, keep shipping safe, and stop President Trump from shutting down diplomacy.
	45.7%

	When it comes to Iran, the country needs clear goals, not vague promises and drift. If a president uses force, Congress must know the mission, the limits, and the exit plan, or we risk another costly war that keeps growing.
	43.3%

	Transparency is patriotic, not weakness. If President Trump is moving us toward conflict with Iran, Congress and the American people deserve the facts, the risks, and the plan—because Trump's secrecy and recklessness put troops at risk, undermine democracy, and could drag America into another endless war.
	43.1%

	President Trump says we need to keep ships moving and families safe, but his reckless approach risks drifting into another war without a clear plan or a vote in Congress. He should protect trade, work with allies, lower tensions, and let diplomacy lead before more lives are put at risk.
	42.9%

	This is a serious moment, and our leaders need the full classified picture right away. When Americans are at risk and shipping lanes are under threat, fast, direct briefings help our country stay united, strong, and ready to act with confidence.
	42.6%

	In a moment like this, President Trump owes the public clear facts and honest answers. If he is considering military action, Congress and the American people need to know the goal, the risks, and the plan he lacks to avoid a bigger war.
	42.6%

	Diplomacy works best when Iran knows America will defend our troops, our ships, and our partners. But if a president takes military action, Congress must be consulted. Strength matters, and so does the Constitution. We need a clear plan, not drift into war.
	42.6%

	A ceasefire only works if everyone protects it, but President Trump’s reckless moves and secret military actions risk blowing up diplomacy. Congress must have a say because Trump is putting us closer to a wider war, threatening families, and driving prices higher.
	41.5%

	President Trump should not make families pay the price for reckless moves toward war. We need Congress involved, real diplomacy, and a clear plan to keep the Strait open so gas prices do not spike and working people are not hit again at the pump.
	41.2%

	Iran cannot be allowed to choke off the world’s energy lifeline. When they threaten oil routes and hit our partners, America has to act with strength. Protecting the Strait of Hormuz helps keep gas prices stable and shows our enemies we mean business.
	41.0%

	Congress needs immediate, honest briefings on what happened with Iran, what our goals are, and how we avoid a wider war. The president has to protect our troops and shipping lanes, but the Constitution says the people's representatives must be part of that decision.
	40.4%

	When Iran threatens the Strait of Hormuz and attacks energy sites, America cannot look weak. We need firm action to protect trade and keep gas prices down, but any wider fight must come to Congress and the public first.
	40.3%

	If President Trump is taking us toward military action with Iran without Congress, that is exactly the kind of reckless leadership that could drag this country into another war alone. President Trump owes the country a clear plan, real debate, and every step to avoid a wider conflict.
	39.7%

	Our allies in the Gulf cannot just sit back and expect American troops to carry all the risk. They need to do more on security, intelligence, and costs, while Congress stays involved so this does not turn into another long war.
	39.1%

	Before this gets bigger, President Trump needs to show the facts, brief Congress, and explain the goal, because his administration’s secrecy and impulsiveness are putting our troops, our economy, and our Constitution at risk in any military step with Iran.
	37.9%

	Taxpayers deserve clear limits and real accountability, especially when talk turns to Iran. If a president wants military action, Congress needs to be fully involved. We can protect shipping and our troops without drifting into another long, costly war.
	36.5%

	President Trump made the right call to protect our ships and keep trade moving, but this cannot turn into another endless war. Congress needs a full briefing, our allies need to help, and the American people deserve a clear plan.
	35.7%

	America has to be strong abroad and clear at home. Hitting back at Iran sends the right message: we will protect our troops, our allies, and vital shipping lanes. At the same time, leaders must own the results and keep the country safe.
	34.6%

	When Iran tests the region, President Trump weakens America by sidelining allies, keeping Congress in the dark, and acting without clear goals, increasing the risk of more attacks, disrupted shipping, and another war.
	33.3%

	A focused strike sends a clear message to Iran without dragging America into a bigger war. This is the right kind of strength: protect our ships, protect oil routes, stand by our partners, and keep the mission limited and effective.
	31.2%



